
ORDER OE. HEJAI.TE OE'E.ICER

WHEREAS, the world Hearth organization has declared the
worl-dwi-de outbreak of coVrD-19 Novel coronavirus a
pandemic;

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, in
consultation wlth public heal_th authorities, declared aNational state of emergency on March 12, 2O2O;

WHEREAST dS of July 22, 2020, the John Hopkins Map
i-ndlcates there are over 3,915780 cases and more than
138,840 deaths in the United States;

WHEREAS, dlr fifty states of the United States are
experlencing confirmed cases of COVID-19;

WHEREAS, the Montana Department of public Health and Human
servj-ces (DPHHS) recognizes covrD-19 as a threat to theresidents of Montana;

WHEREAST ds of July 22, 2020, there are 2Bl3 confirmed
covrD-l9 cases in the state of Montana, which inc]ude 42
COVID-19 related deaths;

WHEREAST ds of July 22, 2020, the totar of confirmed covrD-
79 cases in Cascade County is 81;

WHEREAS, the cascade city-county Health Department has
activated response prans and protocol_s to prepare for casesof COVID-19 in Cascade County:

WHEREAS, the cascade city-county Health Department has al-so
worked to identify, contact, and test individual_s in
cascade county who have been potentially exposed to covrD-
79 1n coordination with the state of Montana DPHHS and the
CDC;

WHEREAST proactivery implementing mitigation measures to
sl-ow the spread of the virus is in the best interests of
Cascade County and its people;

WHEREAS, covrD-19, a respiratory dJ-sease that can resurt in
serious lfrness or death and is a new strai_n of coronavirus
that had not been previously identified in humans and can
eas1ly spread from person-to-person;
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WHEREAS, the cDC identifies the potential pubric heal_th
threat posed by covrD-19 both g1oba1]y and in the unlted
States as "hiqh" and has advised that person-to-person
spread of the covrD-19 will continue to occur globally,
incl-uding within the United states, Montana, and cascade
County;

WHEREAS, the circumstances of this outbreak may exceed the
capacity of the services, personnel, equipment, supplies
and facifities of Cascade County;

WHEREAS, the cascade city-County Hearth Department and the
Public Health officer for Cascade county have the duty to
protect the public from the introduction and spread of
communicabl-e disease or other conditions of public health
i-mportance, including through actions to ensure the removal
of filth or other contaminants that might cause di_sease or
adversel-y affect public health;

WHEREAS, based upon all of the above, the Governor of the
state of Montana, in consultation wi-th public health
authori-ties, has directed non-essential_ social and
recreational- gatherj-ngs of individual_s outside of a home or
place of residence of greater than fifty (50) people not
advisable, if a distance of at least six (6) feet between
individuals cannot be maintained. Events with groups larger
than 50 people shoul-d be cancelled unl_ess physical
distancing can be maintained and consuftatj_on with the
l-ocal public heal-th office to implement adequate socj_al
distancing when planning an event wlth more than 50 people.

WHEREAS, the Cascade clty-county Health Department has a
duty to protect the public from the introduction and spread
of communi-cable disease or other conditi-ons of public
health importance, lncl-uding through actions to ensure the
removal of filth or other contamlnants that might cause
disease or adversely affect public health;

WHEREAS, the cascade city-county Health Department has
determined that the potential_ spread of COVID-19
constitutes a public heal-th emergency and actions must be
taken to avert and minimize the outbreak of this
communi-cable disease and,.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-2-118 of the Montana Code
Annotated, a l-ocal- health officer 1n carrying out the
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purpose of the public health system shall_ take steps tol-imit contact between people in order to protect public
health from j-mminent threats, including but not l_imited toordering the cl-osure of buildlngs or facirities where
people congregate and cancelling events;

WHERAS, covrD-19 is an easily transmissibl_e, potentially
fatal respiratory il-l-ness that spreads in the aj-r through
droplets from infected persons. covrD-19 is transmi_ssibl_e
even by individuals who are not currently showing symptoms
of the disease and who do not know they are infected. useof a fabric covering over the mouth and nose, however, is
an effective means of limiting the potential for
transmissj-on to others by both symptomatic and asymptomatic
individuals infected with the virus. Recent research
suggests that universal use of face coverings in enclosedpublic spaces woul-d substantially reduce the spread of
covrD-19. A recent economic analysi_s from Goldman Sachs
found universal- face covering usage to be a potentially
effective substitute for buslness cl-osures. Based on these
considerati-ons, many major retailers and state and locaf
governments have recently adopted measures to encourage or
mandate the use of face coverings.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
AND UNTrL RESCTNDED oR REPLACED By FURTHER ORDER, pursuant
to Titl-e 50, chapter 2, part !, and specificarJ-y slction
50-2-118 of the Montana code Annotated, the cascade city-county Hearth officer, hereby adopts the Governor, s July15, 2020 Directi-ve requi-ring the use of faciar coverings inindoor spaces open to the pubric and certain organized
outdoor activlties in its entlrety and incorporates itherein verbatim by reference.

Public non-emergency complaints regarding violations ofthis order shal-l- be directed to the city-county Health
Department at 406-454-6950 for verification and possible
referral- to Law Enforcement and/or the county Attorney, soffice for enforcement against an estabrishment orgathering organJ_ zer .

These orders supersede and replace al_} prior orders of the
Cascade County Heal-th Officer.

These Orders may be modified and/or
effective dates may be extended by
Cascade County Hea1th Officer.

expanded, and the
future directives of the
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These orders may be modified and/or expanded and may be
pre-empted by future directives of the Governor of the
State of Montana that are stricter than those contained
within thls Order the Cascade County Health Officer

Dated: Jui-y 22, 2020
Trisha Gardner
Health Officer
Cascade City-County Health Department
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